To be right is to be powerful

Chapter One

  Alex was a perfectly normal person living out a perfectly normal life; that is until he walked through a tunnel and found himself lost in the forests of another land. Where he was, he couldn’t tell. He had heard about this sort of thing happening before, people accidentally stumbling on paths into different worlds. As far as he could remember, most of the people concerned however didn’t realize that they were in a different world until they found something that didn’t really exist except in people’s imagination.

  Alex had just finished reading a series of books called the chronicles of Narnia where a very similar thing happened. As far as Alex could see there was no centaur or anything that could help him find his way back to earth and even if there was he couldn’t be sure that he would have accepted their help. After the shock of finding himself in another world had died down, an adventurous spirit had arisen in him and he felt like exploring for a bit.

  There was a slight breeze and Alex found it very refreshing. It looked like it was still morning in this other world and the day was still warming up. Alex estimated that the temperature would be about 30 degrees for the day, quite hot seeing how he had just come from Dunedin where it was winter and also very cold. Alex couldn’t be sure of what time of day it was though because even though it looked like it was morning, he was after all in another land and the sun positions for the other land may be different from earth’s.

  Alex soon found that he was too hot in his thick woolen jersey and blue jacket so he took them off. This left him in a bit of a debacle because he didn’t really want to carry them but he didn’t want to put them down and end up losing them either because his parents would definitely be very angry with him for losing two expensive pieces of clothing. What was he to do? He decided to sit down for a rest and to think about what to do at the same time.

  After about ten minutes he decided that if he was to explore this place with the thoroughness that he wanted to explore it with, then he had better get a move on. He still hadn’t decided what to do with his pieces of clothing that he had taken off and so he decided to carry them for a while until a solution presented itself.

  The forest as far as he could see got pretty thick in some places and looked very much like native New Zealand forest – it was lush and green and beautiful. He knew that he couldn’t be in New Zealand because after he had come out of the tunnel everything had been different – the time, the temperature and the surroundings. He wondered whether instead of exploring he should the way home, but he decided that he knew the general direction that the end of the tunnel was and he supposed that even if he spent ages in this place, hardly any time at all would be spent on earth. That was what happened in the Narnia series and what had happened to him was very similar to what had happened to Lucy in the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. He wondered if he was in Narnia or some other world.

  He grew tired from carrying all his clothes not long after he started wandering about and he decided that he wanted to have a nap. He had after had a longish walk and he wasn’t far from the tunnel. As he went to sleep he knew that what he had done was a rather foolish thing to do because nothing good ever came of people who went to sleep in unknown forests. 

  While Alex slept he tried to wake up. He couldn’t though because some enchantment had been put on him to make him sleep. It was what had first alerted him to know that he was in a different world. He knew that it had felt different. This was because of the enchantment that had been put on the forest to make anyone that went inside it fall asleep. He would soon be caught by a group of soldiers patrolling the forest if he wasn’t woken up soon. Fortunately for Alex, a girl by the name of Loraynia found him and took him to her secret waterfall where he was safe.

Chapter Two
  It was ages before Alex even stirred. It was even longer after that before he was able to fight the enchantment even a bit. It took him seven days to return to a state of consciousness where the enchantment no longer affected him. 

  When he woke up he found that he was lying on the ground beside a large tree, on some grass. There was some noise coming from behind him but he didn’t know what it was. It sounded like it was something crashing, like a waterfall. It took Alex fifteen minutes of perseverance to turn his head around so he could see the waterfall. It took him about an hour longer to become fully aware that it was in fact a waterfall and that he was lying underneath his own jacket that he had already mentally given up on finding. 

  He was able to stand up an hour later and after a few minutes of relearning how to walk he was able to proudly say that he was as good as new. It was then that the girl named Loraynia who had saved him returned. 

  The first thing that Alex noticed was that she was a very pretty girl. Her blond hair fell down past her shoulders and her fair skin radiated with beauty. When Alex was able to get around this he noticed that she was about his age and about his height. He wondered if they would end up as lovers at the end of Alex’s adventure. He knew that they would if this was a story. He didn’t even know what the girl was doing there but he had a shrewd idea that it was the girl that had saved him when he had fallen asleep before.

  He opened his mouth to say hello and to ask whether she had saved him but a new idea struck him. Did they speak English in this world?

  “Can you speak Murlithian?” she asked.

  “No,” answered Alex.

  “Well what was the language you just said ‘No’ in then?” asked Loraynia.

  “English,” answered Alex.

  “What?” Loraynia asked.

  “English,” replied Alex. 

  “Fine, can you understand what I am saying?” asked Loraynia.

  “Yes, I understand perfectly well,” answered Alex.

  “Well then you can speak Murlithian,” stated Loraynia.

  “No, I’m speaking English,” said Alex but as soon as he had said this he realized that they had different names for exactly the same language.

  Loraynia realized this 

